City of Santa Maria 2045 General Plan Update

Draft Environmental Impact Report
SCH # 2025020584
prepared by

City of Santa Maria

City of Santa Maria Community Development Department
110 South Pine Street, Suite 101

Santa Maria, California 93458

Contact: Dana Eady, Planning Division Manager

prepared with the assistance of

Rincon Consultants, Inc.
1530 Monterey Street, Suite D
San Luis Obispo, California 93401

August 2025

RINCON

CONSULTANTS



Table of Contents

Table of Contents

EXECUTIVE SUMIMAIY i e e e e e e e e e s e s e s s s e s e s e s s e s s naas ES-1
o o= Tot ANV g o] o 1Y 3PP PPPPPPPPPPPR ES-1
oY1t A0 oY1=l o 17T UPE S ERR ES-1
AEEINATIVES ..ttt ettt ettt e e s te e s bt e e ab e e s be e s be e e bte e sabeesbe e e baeenabeesbaeenaee s ES-3
Areas Of KNOWN CONTIOVEISY ..oviiiiieiiiiieee ettt e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e sata e e e e e e e esabsbaeeeeaesesnstsaneaaaeannns ES-3
[SSUES 10 D8 RESOIVEM. ....eieiiiiiiiiieecee ettt be e s rare e sabe e sbae e e ES-3
Issues Not Studied in Detail in the EIR.......couiiiiiiiiee e ES-3
Summary of Impacts and Mitigation MEASUIES .......c.ueiiiciiieiriiiee et saee e ES-4

N 10N o Yo [0 oy o T ISP PSPPSRI 1-1
1.1 Environmental Impact Report Background ........c.cceeeevieeiiiieeiiriiee et 1-1

1.1.1 OVErvieW Of The PIan ...c.ciiiiiiieccee ettt s 1-1
1.1.2 Purpose and Legal AULhOIItY .....oceiieeiiieiee e 1-2
1.2 N elo] 0TI T e I €eT 1) =T o | U 1-3
1.3 Lead, Responsible, and Trustee AZENCIES .........uviiiiieeeicecitieee et e e e e erarar e e e e e e 1-5
14 ENVIronmental REVIEW PrOCESS .....cocuiiiiieiiieiiiie et siee sttt et e sbee st e siae e sbeesbaesnane s 1-6

N T 1o T 1T ol g o d o o ISR 2-1
2.1 T oI T o o < T U PPPP 2-1
2.2 Plan Proponent/Lead AENCY......cuiciueeecieeeeieeecieeeeteeeeteeeetteeeteeebeeeetreesbeeebeeeseeesareeennes 2-1
2.3 Plan Area Location and Environmental Setting .......ccoocveviiiiiieiiciiee e 2-1

2.3.1 2UT={ o aF=1 I Mo ToF: | (o o HA SRR 2-1
2.3.2 o or=1 IRY=1 a1 Y- RSP PPR 2-4
2.3.3 Existing Plan Area CharacteristiCS........cvvviiviieeiiciiee e 2-4
2.4 R OeY <U] FEY oY VAN [V URPRR 2-4
2.5 [ T T @ oY [T ot 4 V=T PSSR 2-5
2.6 [ T @ o =T [l =] 1) oL PRSP 2-7
2.6.1 2045 General Plan Update Organization .....ccccceeeevciieeeccieee e ecieee e 2-7
2.6.2 Land Use DeSIZNatioNS........uuuiieiiiiiiiiiieee et e e ssivree e e e s e s svenee e e e s sennnne 2-8
2.6.3 ANNEXATION ...ttt ettt e et e e e e s s s bbbt e e e e e e e st r e e e e e e e e nnreeas 2-9
2.6.4 NOiSe CONTOUr REVISIONS ......eviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt 2-15
2.6.5 Proposed 2045 General Plan BuildoUt..........cccccviiiieeeiiiccieeeee e, 2-15
2.7 Intended Use Of this EIR.......ccuiiiiiiiie ettt e svee e saeeen 2-16
2.8 Plan IMplementation ..........uueiiii it e e e e e et re e e e e e e annes 2-16
2.9 REQUIrEd APPrOValS......eveiiiiiiie ettt et e st e e e e tte e e e e bae e s eeabaeeeenreas 2-17

I 1 o\ VAT oT Y g 1T 0l =Y BT =] 1 oY =SSR 3-1
3.1 Y =1 1] o -SSR SRORORORPRORPROR 3-1
3.2 EIR BASEIINE ..uteieiiiiee ettt ettt e e e s e e s s e e s be e e e nta e e e nbee e e ennreeas 3-2

Draft Environmental Impact Report i



City of Santa Maria
2045 General Plan Update

3.3 Cumulative DEVEIOPMENT ... e e e e e e e 3-2
Environmental IMPact ANGIYSIS ..ocuuviiiiiiiie ettt e e e e e s sare e e s b e e e s aaaeessnreee s 4-1
4.1 AGFICUILUIAl RESOUICES ...vvviriieiiieiiiiieeee e s eeeciitree e e e e e scettte e e e e e s e senabeaeeeaeesesnsnntnneeeesssnnnsenns 4.1-1
4.1.1 Y =] o T o 4.1-1
4.1.2 REEUIALOIY SETHING ..vvveeeiiiie e et e e arae e 4.1-6
4.1.3 IMPACE ANAIYSIS ...t e e e 4.1-8
4.1.4 CUMUIALIVE IMPACES woveiiiiiiee e e e e e e re e e e 4.1-14
4.2 Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas EMISSIONS .......ceveeiieeciiiieeeeeeiiciiieee e e e e eccirree e e e e e e ennens 4.2-1
4.2.1 L= 1o V= PR PR PPPPRTPR 4.2-1
4.2.2 0T U] Y (o] § VA= [V PR 4.2-11
4.2.3 IMPACE ANAIYSIS 1eeiiiiiieeiiiee e e e 4.2-18
4.2.4 CUMUIALIVE IMPACES weviiiiiiie et e e e e e 4.2-34
4.3 21 o] FoToqTor |l 2 YTy o TU T ol Y- PSP 4.3-1
431 SN .ttt ettt a e et s be e e aae e 4.3-1
4.3.2 REEUIALOrY SELHING ..vvveeeeee e 4.3-12
433 IMPACE ANAIYSIS 1eieeiiieeeieie et e e e e 4.3-20
4.3.4 Cumulative IMPACES ....evieeei e e e 4.3-38
4.4 Cultural Resources and Tribal Cultural RESOUICES .......ccevveerieiiiiiinieeniee et 4.4-1
44.1 S N G e 4.4-1
4.4.2 REGUIALOIY SETHING ..vvviieiiiie i 4.4-4
443 IMPACE ANAIYSIS coeiiiiieeecieee e et e e e e b e e e e traeeean 4.4-9
444 CUMUIALIVE TMPACES weveiiiiiiie e e e e e 4.4-19
4.5 Hydrology and Water QUAlItY .....cc.eeeeeiiieiiiiiee ettt eevre e 4.5-1
45.1 Y =] o o = 4.5-1
4.5.2 REGUIALOIY SETLING ..vvveeeiiiie i e e aree e 4.5-3
45.3 IMPACE ANAIYSIS .. e 4.5-10
454 CUMUIAtIVE IMPACES ..uvveeiieeeeeiiteeee et e e e ree s 4.5-16
4.6 N Lo T PRSP UPPPPPPPTNE 4.6-1
4.6.1 L= o 1 = PP PP PPPPRTPR 4.6-1
4.6.2 0T U] oY (o] gV AT = [ V- U 4.6-13
4.6.3 IMPACE ANAIYSIS 1eeiiiiiieieiiiie et e re e e e 4.6-15
4.6.4 Cumulative IMPACES ...vvveeeei e e 4.6-35
4.7 Transportation and TraffiC ... 4.7-1
4.7.1 SN .ttt st st be e e baeeaee 4.7-1
4.7.2 ST U] Y (o] VAN o [ o TR 4.7-6
4.7.3 T gToF= Lot d Y = 1Y 2 [T 4.7-8
4.7.4 Cumulative IMPACES ...uveeeeee e e e 4.7-18
4.8 Utilities and SErvice SYSTEMS ..ciiiuiiii ittt e et e e s srre e s ssaraeeesanes 4.8-1
48.1 S BTEIN G e 4.8-1




Table of Contents

4.8.2 ST U] Y o] VA= o [ oSSR 4.8-6

4.8.3 IMPACE ANAIYSIS ceeeiiiiieieiiie e e 4.8-12

4.8.4 CumMuUIative IMPACES ...vvvieeeiccceeec e e e 4.8-21

49 Effects Found Not to be Significant........cccceeeeeeciiiiiee e 4.9-1

49.1 ABSTNETICS .eveiiiiiiie e e s e st 4.9-1

4.9.2 [ g T=T =AY PP UPPTPPPRR 4.9-2

493 LCT=To] o) =4V AF: [ oo Yo 11 3PS 4.9-3

49.4 Hazards and Hazardous MaterialS ........cccvevviiieiniieeeiiiieeesieee e 4.9-9

49.5 Land Use and PIanning.......cccccueeiiiiiieiiiiieecciee e csiree s e svee e svee e e 4.9-18

4.9.6 MINEral RESOUICTES ....eiiiiiiieiiiiiee ettt ettt ettt st e s e e s ate e e e e 4.9-20

4.9.7 Population and HOUSING.......cccuiiiiiiiieeiiiiee ettt ee e 49-21

4.9.8 Public Services and RECreation ......cccccueeviierieercier et sies e 4.9-22

4.9.9 L VA1 o | T USSR 4.9-25

5  Other CEQA ReqUIred DiSCUSSIONS ....ccccciiieeiiieeeeiireeeeiireeeeitreeesireessssseeessseseeessssseeesssseeessssseeens 5-1

5.1 GroOWEN INAUCEMENT . ..eiiiiiiiie et bee e e s sbe e e s ssabaeessbeeeesnnns 5-1

5.1.1 Population and ECONOMIC GroWth........cueeiiiiiieiiiiiii e 5-1

5.1.2 Removal of Obstacles t0 Growth.........ccccvvviiiiiiniieiiie e 5-3

5.2 Irreversible Environmental Effects. ... ..ottt 5-3

5.2.1 Significant Unavoidable IMPacts ......ccccevciieie i 5-4

O AN £ =T 0 T 14 1Y PSPPSR 6-1

6.1 Alternatives Development and SCreening ProCess .........cccvveeeciieeeeciieeeecieeeecveee e 6-1

6.2 Alternative 1: No Project AIternative. ... eeeeiicieieccec e 6-3

6.2.1 [DT=E ol g o1 o] o FSS PP PP P PP PPPPP 6-3

6.2.2 IMPACE ANGIYSIS ..t e e e e e e e e e e ennnes 6-3

6.3 Alternative 2: Infill ONly ARREINATIVE ...vveeeeiieeireeeee ettt e e e e 6-6

6.3.1 D 7=ET ol g o o] o FS PP 6-6

6.3.2 IMPACT ANAIYSIS ..euvrreieeeeeecrreee e e e e eeetr b e e e e e e e e abraeeeeeeeenannns 6-7

6.4  Alternative 3: Greater Annexation AIRErnative......coccevvvieiiiercee e 6-10

6.4.1 D I=Tol o] o] { 0] o DUUUT TSP PP UUPPPPUPPTON 6-10

6.4.2 IMPACE ANAIYSIS ... e e s et ee e e e 6-10

6.5 Environmentally SUperior AILErNAtiVe ......cccveeiieiiie et 6-13

A U1 = =] o Tl [ g Lo I e <Y o F- Y TR 7-1

7.1 211 o] [ToT={ = T'o] o 1 V20U RRRRN 7-1

7.2 T o) =T o - Y Y PSP 7-10

Tables

Table ES-1  Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures, and Residual

0] o= [ o1 £ PP PPPPPPPPOt ES-5

Table 1-1 NOP Comments and EIR RESPONSE ......uuviiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt e svee e e 1-2

Table 2-1 Existing and Proposed Plan Land Uses Components SUMMAry ........cccoeeveerveerineennne 2-15

Draft Environmental Impact Report iii



City of Santa Maria
2045 General Plan Update

Table 4.1-1
Table 4.1-2
Table 4.2-1
Table 4.2-2
Table 4.2-3
Table 4.2-4
Table 4.2-5
Table 4.2-6
Table 4.2-7
Table 4.2-8
Table 4.2-9
Table 4.6-1
Table 4.6-2
Table 4.6-3
Table 4.6-4
Table 4.6-5
Table 4.6-6
Table 4.6-7
Table 4.6-8
Table 4.6-9
Table 4.7-1
Table 4.7-2
Table 4.7-3
Table 4.7-4
Table 4.8-1
Table 6-1

Figures
Figure 1-1
Figure 2-1
Figure 2-2
Figure 2-3
Figure 2-4
Figure 2-5
Figure 2-6
Figure 4.1-1
Figure 4.1-2
Figure 4.1-3
Figure 4.3-1

Summary of Important Farmland in the Plan Area and Annexation Area ............... 4.1-2
Farmland Conversion in Santa Barbara County......cccccveevciieiiiiiiee e 4.1-5
Climatic Conditions in SaNta Maria.......ccceeiiiieieiniiee e 4.2-1
Federal and State Ambient Air Quality Standards..........ccccceeeeeeeciiiiieeee e, 4.2-5
Attainment Status of Criteria Pollutants in Santa Barbara County .........cccccceeuvneen.. 4.2-6
Ambient Air QUAlity Data.......cccuiiiiiie e 4.2-6
CalEEMod Land Use ASSUMPLIONS ....ccceciieeeiiiiieeccieeeceiree e esetee e e scvte e e e svteeesevreeeenes 4.2-18
PIaN 2045 VIMT..coiiie ettt ettt e e e e ettt e e e e e e e bate e e e e e s e esnnataaeeaaeesansasaeeeasesannnes 4.2-19
Estimated Operational EMISSIONS ......cccuuiiiiciiiee it sree e e e 4.2-25
Plan Consistency with the SBCAG 2050 RTP/SCS ......covueeeiereeiieeieeeciee e 4.2-32
Operational GHG EMISSIONS.....cciiiciiiiiiiiiee e ccieeeeeciee e eeitee e sstee e srree e e s vee e e s sabeeeesnnnes 4.2-33
Typical A-Weighted NOISE LEVEIS......c.ueiiieciiiee ettt et vaee e 4.6-1
Yo 0] oo B KT a1 To] (o} -V PSSP 4.6-3
Existing Traffic Noise Levels Along Roadway Segments ........cccceecvveeeecciveeeecveeeeennen, 4.6-5
City of Santa Maria Interior and Exterior Noise Standards ........cccccoeeccvvveeeeeniennns 4.6-14
Range of Intensities — Ambient Base Noise Level (dBA Leq) .....ccoceeeeevveeercrvereennen. 4.6-14
Vibration-Related Building Damage Thresholds.........cccccceeiieeciiiieeee e, 4.6-16
Typical Noise Levels for Construction EQUIpMENt ........ceeeeiieeeiiiiee e, 4.6-18
Existing and Future Traffic Volumes and Noise Levels........cccccecvveeeeiieeeecciiee e, 4.6-22
Vibration Source Levels for Construction EqQuipment .......cccccovvcveeiiiiieeiscieee e, 4.6-32
Current Circulation Element Roadway Classification .........ccccveeeiiiiieeiicieee e 4.7-3
VMT IMPact TAresholds........oiiiiiiiiiiiiicciiee e s 4.7-10
Per Household and Per Employee Vehicle Miles Traveled...........cccccvvveeecveeeennnen. 4.7-14
Vehicle Miles Traveled, Reduction from EXiSting ........cccceeeeeiecciiiiieee e 4.7-14
Projected Water Supply and Demand in Acre-Feet.......cccovvverviieeiiciiee s, 4.8-2
Impact Comparison of AlterNatives..........cccuveiieiiiii e e 6-14
Environmental REVIEW PrOCESS ....cciiicviiiiiiiiie sttt tee e e 1-8
20T =4 o o =1 I Mo Yot | (o Y o HRS PSPPSR 2-2
[ T oI Y =Tl o Yo=Y i o [ PSPPI 2-3
Existing Land Use Designations within the City of Santa Maria ........cccccceeevveeeennen.. 2-11
Proposed Land Use DesSiZNations ........ceciiieccuiiiieeeisiiciiireee s eeciiree e e e e sssenneeeee e e e e 2-12
Proposed 2045 General Plan ANNexXation Area ......cccccveeeecvieeincieeesnieeessveeessneeeen 2-13
Proposed NOISE CONTOUIS ....cuiiiiiiciiiieeee et e e s e e ectrre e e e e e e eseerer e e e s e e ssavereeeeeseesnnnns 2-14
Important Farmland in the Plan Ar€a........ccueeivciiei et 4.1-3
Williamson Act Lands in the Plan Area.......coooveiiiiiieiiiiiiee it 4.1-4
Previously Evaluated Land Use Changes .........cccceeeeeeciiiiiiee et eeeveeee e 4.1-12
Vegetation Communities in the PIan Area .........cccoecveeeiciiei e e 4.3-2




Table of Contents

Figure 4.3-2 Wetlands Within the Plan Area .......cccccuiiiiee e 4.3-6
Figure 4.3-3  Critical Habitat Within the Plan Area.......ccccceeieeiieiicciiie e 4.3-13
Figure 4.3-4 Wildlife Connectivity Within the Plan Area........ccccceeccieeeeciiee e 4.3-14
Figure 4.5-1 Flood Hazards in Santa Marid....ccccceccciiiiiie et eecrreeee et e e e e e annraee e 4.5-4
Figure 4.6-1 Noise-Sensitive Land Uses/Receptors in Santa Maria.......c.cccceeeeeeieeecieeccveeceneeenne, 4.6-10
Figure 4.6-2 Santa Maria Airport N0ise CONTOUIS ......cceeeeeeeeiiii e 4.6-11
Figure 4.6-3  Existing Traffic NOiSE CONTOUIS.......ccccuiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e 4.6-12
Figure 4.6-4 Future 2050 Roadway Vehicle Noise CONtOUIS .........ueeeeeeiiicciiiiiee e e eccreree e e e 4.6-21
Figure 4.7-1 Current Circulation Element Roadway Functional Classification .........c.cccceeveeennee. 4.7-4
Appendices

Appendix A Notice of Preparation and Scoping Comments

Appendix B
Appendix C
Appendix D
Appendix E

CalEEMod Outputs
Potential to Occur Table
Traffic Noise Modeling Data

WSC Technical Memorandum

Draft Environmental Impact Report



City of Santa Maria
2045 General Plan Update

This page intentionally left blank.

vi



	Table of Contents

